Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Title: McCook Ridge Cheatgrass Control Proposal Number: 1109

DWR Region: Northeastern Region Lead Agency: DWR County: Uintah

Project Manager: Alison Whittaker PM Phone: 4357815358 Regional Priority: Within Focus Area
Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location:

Project Description:

Description of

Problem/Need:

Objectives:

Relevance to
Strategic Plans:

Potential Risks:

Proposed Methods:

McCook Ridge in the Book Cliffs
Spray 400 acres of cheatgrass infested rangelands with plateau and then reseed

This area on McCook ridge historically was overgrazed. Much of the sagebrush and native grass are no longer present. In the past 5
years cheatgrass increased from 4% cover to 14% cover. Perennial grass and forb cover is very minimal. Sagebrush cover is about
10% but over half of these plants are classified as decadant and dying. In the last 10 years sagebrush seedlings have decreased from
1766/acre to O/acre. There is a need to diversify the age class of sagebrush and increase the number of young plants. There is also a
need to increase the amount of perennial understory.

Improve vegetation and habitat for wildlife and livestock on 400 acres of cheatgrass infested rangeland on McCook Ridge in the Book
Cliffs

The project area occurs within the shrubsteppe focus area which is also a key habityat type that is identified in the WAP. The project
will benefit mule deer (teir Ill) and sagegrouse (teir I).

Lack of cheatgrass control and failure to establish seeded species.
400 acres will be sprayed with 6-8 0z of Plateau at the end of September. The site will then be drill seeded with a mix of grasses,

forbs, and shrubs. A two-way exclosure will also be constructed on the site to establish a long-term monitoring site to compare with the
untreated exclosure already present on the site.

Shapefile Name: McCook Ridge #1109 Seed Source: GBRC

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/29/2008

Proposed
NEPA Action:

Proposed
Arch Action:

Vegetation Monitoring [ ] wildlife Monitoring

Monitoring Details:

Cons. Outreach
Details:

A long-term range trend site has been established on the site since 1982. There is also a two way exclosure on the site. The area
immediately around this transect and within the exclosure will not be treated. A new transect on the treated area will be established
to provide comparison data on the treated and untreated areas. We would also like to establish a two way exclosure similar to the
one already present on the site in the treated area. This would provide good control data and grazing/browsing data. Photo points
will also be established to monitor change.

SPECIES BENEFITING

Mule Deer Greater Sage-grouse Elk Mule Deer
Domestic Livestock

LAND OWNERSHIP

Owner Acres

BLM 363

SITLA 21
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Habitat Project Proposal

Total 384
PROPOSED FUNDING
Amount Date Amount
Source Requested Approved Approved
DNR Watershed (FY09) $57,700.00 $0.00
Habitat Acct 174 $20,000.00 $0.00
Totals $77,700.00 $0.00
PROPOSED BUDGET
In Kind/
Item Description DWR Account Partner Contrib.
Contractual Services Herbicide application $8,000.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies Plateau $6,700.00 $0.00
Seed (GBRC) Seed @$80/acre $32,000.00 $0.00
Contractual Services Drill seeding contract $12,000.00 $0.00
Archaeological Survey Archaeology Survey 100% $9,000.00 $0.00
Materials and Supplies Fencing materials for exclosure $10,000.00 $0.00
Totals $77,700.00 $0.00

PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION

Funding Type
Big Game

Funding Percent

100

Total

Project Map:

100.00%
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